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Plays Cross Tonight

HPHS Five Romps 82-55,
Advances to N.E. Finals

By PAT BOLDUC
Courant Sports Writer

BOSTON, Mass — A hustling,
bustling Hartford High quintet
advanced to the championship
game in the 36th annual New
England  Interscholastic Basket-
ball Tournament Friday night
with a resounding 8235 triumph
aver a comoletelv outclassed Che-
verus High School team from’

Portland, Mc at spacious Boston
Garden.
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Hartford, erss in New England Final

OWLS GO HIGH: Two of the Hartford
Owls Pat Burke (43 with Ed Griffin in the
background are shown with Santo Cimino of
Bishop Cheverus of Portland. Me. in the New
England Interscholastic basketball champion-
ship Friday night at Boston. Hartford High

HARTFORD GETS A HOOP: Brian Smith
of the Hartford Owls is getling a layup with
Santo Cimino of the Portland team tryving to
block the shot during the New England Inter-
scliolastic basketball semi-final game at Boston

won 82-33 to reach the finals where they will
oppose Wilbur Cross of New Haven. the defend-
ing champion. The New Havemers won over
Hope High of Providence. R.I. 6535 (AP
Wirephoto'.

Friday night. The Owls won 82-35 over the
Bishop Cheverus team to reach the final on
Saturday, when they will play Wilbur Cross.
The New Haveners defeated Hope High of
Providence. R.I.. 65-36 (AP Wircpioto',

MAINE CAGER ELUDES AN OWL: John
Kerry of Bishop Cheverus High School of Port-
land, Me. cludes Pat Burke of Hartford Owls
during the semi-final game of the New England
Interscholastic basketball championship Friday

at Boston. In the center background is Dick
Joyce of Portland. The Owls won 82-55 to gain
the final against Wilbur Cross of New Haven,
which wen dver lope High of Providence,
R.I., 65-5%6 (AP Wirephoto).

| (Continucd from Page 1)
_iod, Cheverus quickly faded in the
face of a powerful offensive and
|dcfensivc display generated by
‘the racy Owls

For the first time in the school's
lung and glorious history Hart-
ford High will bid for the coveted
New England title in tonight's fi-
nale beginning at 8:20.

Poole turned in an especially
brilliant performance, leading the
Owls in scoring with 23 points
and grabbing 17 rebounds, Hart
ford outclassed the taller Maine
squad by a whopping 68-27 mar-
gin off the hoards. Poole and Grif-
fin, who together garnered 21 re-
bounds were particularly cttective
under the defensive board. Burke
did an excellent job controlling
the offensive board getting 16.

Burke wound up with 19 puints
16 in Hartford's decisive second
half. Griftin, who excited the en
thusiastic Garden fans with tis
sparkling ball handling dribbling
and playmaking. chipped in with
15 markers. Olis Woods had 12
tallies.

Solid Shooting Average

Hartford. which hit on 13 of
24 field goal attempts in its blis-
tering second quarter attack. end-
ed up with a solid 45 per cent
shooting average. 34 baskets in
75 attempts.

Cheverus, which constantly had
trouble getting off good shots
against the Owls' pressing man-
to-man defense showed 20 baskets
in 65 tries or 31 per cent. But
the losers did excel at the foul
line with a 13-for-13 performance.
Hartlord converted 14 of 21 foul
shots.

John Cimino paced the Chever-
us scorinz with 21 points. Team-
mate Dick Joyee finislied with
15.

Gr.ffin, Poole Spark Owls

With Griffin and Poole sparking
the offense Hartford picked up
several gift hoops en route to
an early 148 bulge in the first
quarter. But the Owls slowed
down noticeably when Griffin was
removed after being tagged with
his second personal with just
three minutes played.

Cheverus. on some key points
by John Kerry. took advanlage
of costly Hartford oflensive mis-
takes and battled back to within
two points of the lead. 14-12, be-
fore Hartford Coach Joe Kuba
chka quickly got Griffin back intn
the fray. A charity toss by John
Cimino cut the Owls’ margin to
a single point at the first turn

A driving laysp by Santo Ci~,

mino authored Cheverus’ last
lead. 17-16. to open the 2ccnd
period. But with electrilying sud
;deness Grilfin and Poole begon
exerting their abilities under the
defensive board. Hitting on seven
of 12 shots Hartford quickly ran
off a string of 13 straight points

1o grab a 2917 advantage with of New Haven was pressed to the:  score ot nait time, 3431, Cross.

‘the second quarter only half anne.
Cheverus Fights :

Cheverus, which refused to fold:
under such pressure, battled back
with six straight points to trail’
29.23 bhefore four glittering tap-
in baskets by the high-jumping.
Poole carried the Owls to their
comfortable 42-26 bulge at the in-
termission.

Hartford nurscd a one-sided 33 °
35 lead when Kubachka decided
lo rest Poole with 2:43 gone in
the third period. It was then’
that Burke, a stcady performer
throughout the entire season, be-’
gan his mastery under the offen
sive board. The hard-working.
Hartford center scored his club's;
final eight points in the period to'
spark the winner's to their 62-41
margin going into the final quar-
ter. Burke wound up with 10
points in the eight-minut stretch.

Burke continued his superiortiy
off the boards and accounted for
six of the Owls' first nine points
in the fourth period. Hartford was
ahead 71-44 when Kubachka pulled
out both Burke and Poole with'
only 3:3 gone.

Despite  Hartford's  uncanny
marksmanship inside and outside;
Cheverus® floating 2-1-2 zone the
'losers failed to make a change
=unlil two minutes gone in the last
'quarter. By then Cheverus’ press,
failed to dent Hartford's com-
im: ding 6742 advantage.

! Wilbur Cross 64, Hope 56

For the sccond straight night:

defending champion Wilbur Cross|
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‘ulicest of 1ty capahilitics betore
sscaping with a thrilling and ex-
citing 646 win over a surpris
ngly strong Hope High combine
‘rom Provdence. R. 1, n the
irom Providence, R. I, in the
second game of the semifinal
doublehcader witnessed by a
zrowd announced at 8,083.

Twelve times the score was
tied and 12 times the closely
matched rivals exchanged the
lead before Cross'  successful
frecze and crucial foul shots by
little Ralph Buccini and tall Dave
Hicks clinched the verdict in the
final 85 seconds.

A busket by Hope's Al Lopes
produced the last deadlock. 54-54,
carly in the fourth period before
two hoops by Hicks provided the
Govrnors a 38-34 bulge and with
a little over two minutes remain.
ing the Connecticut state cham-
pions went into their freeze.

Cross’ triumph thus set up the
first All-Connecticut final since
Meriden  defeated  Bridgeport
Harding. 40-22, back in 1935. High-
Iy regarded Connecticut has had
at lcast one finalist in the past
five years and in 13 of the last 16

. New England classics.

The gallant Rhode Island quin-
tet, undefcated in 26 previous
games this winter, scored only
threc points, hilting on just one
of 17 field goal attempts, in the
final eight minutes.

The opening period produced
four tics and finally ended at 13-
all. Cross finally went ahead 3¢
31 at halftime aller the clubs
were lied five times in the sec-
ond quarter. The game's finest
action was saved for the third
period which saw the tcams
change leads nine times before
Hope erected a slim 53-30 going
into their dismal fourth period,

Hicks, a tower of strength off
the boards down the stretch,
scored 29 points in a sterling
performance. Teamumate Phil
Brooks, another strong board
man, added 19 markers.

Lopes (14), Norm Lambert (14)
and Tom Cannon (13) combined

for 41 tallies in a losing cause.
HARTFORD CHEVERUS
1

B F P! 8 F Pt

Kostex 3 1 7 Joyce S 44

Green 0 0 0 Lomac 6060

Griftin 5 515 Carr [ ]

Jenking 0 0 0 Higgins 00

Pooie 10 )23 J. Cimino 8 50

Smith 0 0 0 Yamillon 000

Woods 6 012 S.Cimina 3 3 9

Maddox 2 2 6 Kerry 113

Burke $ 319 Newman 102

Tacascio 0 0 0 Sullivan 218

Cloutier [ ]

Muyrphy 000

Total 414 82 Total 20 15 58

Hali time score; 42.26 Harttord.

WILBUR CROSS HOPE HIGH .
8 FP! 8 FP

Brooks 8 5217 Cannon 6 1 1]

Harper 6 0 0 Giroux 306

Jackson 3 1 7 mcConagher 0 0 0
Hicks 11 729 Chace 3l
Succinl 1 3 5 Fisher 000
DiNapoll 11 3 Lambert 7 04
Madeiros 000

Looes 6 214

Lynch 000

Totals 2417 65 Totals 25 45



